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Roman Catholic Church, and of the proposed "peaceful conquest of New England " by the French Canadians under the leadership of priests.
On other questions of the day, it is interesting to note his clean-cut expressions of independent opinion. The latest extreme form of the so-called temperance movement he condemned as the " corrupting farce of a prohibition which does not prohibit, which in large communities does not prevent or even diminish drunkenness, but which is the fruitful parent of meanness, fraud, lying, and contempt of law."
His love for the wilderness and for certain types of wild men had no force in relation to the Indian question. He never approved of Penn's peace policy.
"In fact, the benevolent and philanthropic view of the American savage is for those who are beyond his reach. It has never yet been held by any whose wives and children have lived in danger of his scalping-knife." 1
The effort to educate Indians seemed to him to spoil them as wild men, at the same time faffing to civilize them. The following passage is very characteristic of his love of justice and firmness in all the relations of life that were open to his vision:
" A word touching our recent Indian policy. To suppose that presents, blandishments, kind treatment, even when not counteracted by fraud and lawlessness of white
1 Half Century, voL i. p. 215*